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Heterogeneous ocean and marine data has
been acquired using a vast array of instru-
ments and collected in various different data
and metadata formats. Many data producers
and partners archive ocean and marine data
in existing e-infrastructures that are not inte-
grated and operate independently.

Marine data is very expensive to collect and is
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a valuable resource for the whole ocean com-
munity: physical, chemical, biological, geologi-
cal and geophysical. The collaboration betwe-
en different institutions is crucial to reduce
differences in data management practices and
to build an international consensus on key ele-
ments that facilitate data exchange and stan-
dardise data and metadata services. The added
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=P Activity: International co-operation with the USA and Australia
LIRS 0N common e-infrastructure for marine data

value of common procedures to check quali-
ty and the production of interoperable ocean
data and metadata enables trust and overco-
mes the lack of available raw data. It triggers a
cycle that improves the quality of the research
and the data that relies upon it. It provides re-
searchers with new opportunities and benefits
everyone through improved global knowledge.
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NERC (Coordinator) (UK)

MARIS (Technical Coordinator) (Netherlands)
OGS (ltaly)

IFREMER (France)

HCMR (Greece)

ENEA (ltaly)
ULg (Belgium)
CNR (Italy)

TNO (Netherlands)

RBINS-MUMM (Belgium)

S10 Scripps Institution of Oceanography
WHOI Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute
UNIDATA

LDEO Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory
NOAA US-I00S, NOAA US-NODC, NOAANGDC

IMOS University of Tasmania

INTERNATIONAL
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(Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission)

Florida State University Center for Ocean-Atmospheric Prediction Studies
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