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“This is our garden” –
Paul 
Apangalook/Gambell, 
2012









Nome
Shorefast ice extends up to 5 miles from the Nome area 
coast, but is generally around 1 mile closest to Nome. A 
small area of very open pack ice extends 3 to 5 miles 
beyond the shorefast ice, with big to giant floes of close to 
very close pack ice beyond that. There are several 
polynyas east and west of Nome with open water.

Wales to Shishmaref
Shorefast ice extends to approximately 10 to 20 miles from 
the coast between Wales and Shishmaref. Beyond the 
shorefast ice is very close pack ice, with some open water 
beyond the shorefast ice near Wales.

National Weather Service Synopsis: May 5, 2017



Yesterday in Shishmaref, Curtis E. Nayokpuk reported "Freezing 
drizzle today and freezing fog and snow showers forecast. 
Winter conditions this past week with cold northerly winds, white 
out conditions and on average high midday temps in the teens. 
Even duck hunters mentioned ducks scarce and not flying due to 
spring melt last couple weeks now frozen again. Some boats 
ready but nowhere to launch."









Personal photograph during Indigenous Alaskan-Chukotkan Walrus Summit 2015



Photograph courtesy of Scott Toolie

“We’re already seeing changes…”,Gambell comment, 2012





“They say to us, never give up on 
the hunting areas out there. 

Whatever may have happened to us, 
whether it be an accident or almost 

being killed, we mustn’t be 
discouraged. It is where our food 

comes from.”

Winfred James, Sr.

Igamsiqayuvikamsi!
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